WDC Position
Following is the position that was arrived at by WDC.
It is self-explanatory and damning towards NZTA.

● “Essentially this spot is a sow’s ear”
● “NZTA are really stretching our imagination
referring to it as a lookout”
● “You are enclosed by 2 hills which minimizes the
viewpoint that you might be expecting (and is
available 500metres further up the road)”
● “WDC would not want to be involved in a lookout in
a location that would encourage more north-bound
often visiting, foreign drivers, to cross south bound
traffic lanes”
● “The view form the turning area is too low in
elevation to adequately present Bream Bay,
Whangarei Heads ….”
● “Has the potential to be disguised from view by
planting in the future”
● “There would no doubt be an outcry that council had
selected a dangerous spot for a lookout whenever a
car crossing into or out of this area has a near miss
or worse a fatal accident”

I am advised that NZTA did not reply to Mr Forlong’s email
From: Rob Forlong
Sent: Tuesday, 9 May 2017 8:36 AM
To: Ernst Zollner <Ernst.Zollner@nzta.govt.nz>
Subject: FW: Emailing - NZTA - consultation in respect of highway construction.pdf
Hi Ernst,
A couple of weeks ago we received a letter from Mr Wayne Deeming expressing concern about the lookout
on the north side of the Brynderwyns. He has also written to the NZTA.
I agreed to raise the matter with you on his behalf.
When I checked with the team we had similar concerns.
No doubt considerable thought went into the design of the lookout so I’m keen to get NZTA’s response
to the concerns below.
Cheers
Rob
From: Jed Whitaker
Sent: Tuesday, 13 December 2016 3:35 PM
To: Paul Dell <Paul.Dell@wdc.govt.nz>
Cc: Tania Robson <Tania.Robson@wdc.govt.nz>; Ann Midson <Ann.Midson@wdc.govt.nz>;
Sarah Archer <sarah.archer@wdc.govt.nz>; Rachel Pascoe <Rachel.Pascoe@wdc.govt.nz>
Subject: Brynderwyn lookout
Hi Paul,
Please find notes below from today’s meeting in regards to the NZTA Brynderwyn lookout. All in attendance shared similar views
and below is a summary of our discussions.
The view of Whangarei Heads from the summit is:
·
World-class
·
Definitely portal to Northland
·
Potentially of significance to all of New Zealand
·
Worth consideration for funding at a national level.
If we were to develop a lookout, consideration should be made to a joint venture between multiple agencies
to purchase an elevated site on the northbound side of the road. The northbound side is preferred as this is the
direction of travel that visitors enter Northland from and is safer from motorist entry/exit point of view.
This could possible include a designed landscape, interpretation boards, toilets, potential for refreshments, kiosk, maps of the
sites to visit in Whangarei, further north etc. A full-blown visitor experience.
This is a big picture idea but would be a better investment for the purpose and for the visitors to New Zealand, the Region,
and the District.
The current site proposed by NZTA
·
Is too low in elevation to adequately present Bream Bay, Whangarei Heads/Harbour, Hen and Chicken Islands
·
Encourages people to cross into private property to capture the photo that we are trying to market
·
The view has the potential to be disguised (planted out) by the landowner in the future
·
Will encourage overnight campers, rubbish and waste. The current land owner is already experiencing this problem.
·
The carpark is a by-product of the road construction which was used to store site works and machinery.
The term proposed lookout has been loosely implied.
·
Current site is logistically better suited to south travelling motorists which are leaving Northland.
This should be the other way round.
The proposed site is also of a safety concern.
The aim of the road improvements is to reduce crashes by minimising opportunities for traffic to come
into direct conflict. WDC would not want to be involved in a lookout in a location that would encourage more north-bound,
often visiting, foreign drivers, to cross south bound traffic lanes. If WDC were to take responsibility for the turning area in the
way suggested by NZTA, there would no doubt be an outcry that Council had selected a dangerous spot for this lookout whenever
a car crossing into or out of this area has a near miss, or worse, a fatal accident.
Happy to discuss further and hear your thoughts.
Thanks,
Jed Whitaker
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